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ABSTRACT _ • . 

Purposes of this study were to (i) investigate the 
validity bfMaslow's Hierarchy of Needs as it appl i es to young 
children; (2) determine developmental shifts in expressed 
mot i vat ion a 1 needs ; ( 3 ) gather i nforrmatijon concern ing the worries and 
fears of young children, particularly tho^e of low socioeconomic 
status; and (4) gather data regarding choices and decisions that 
teachers allow children to make in the classroom. With Maslow^stt|. 
hierarchy of needs as a theoretical frame of reference, 200^chifaren 
in kindergarten, second grade, and fourth grade were interviewed 
about what three wishes they would like to have and why, fears and 
worries^ and what they would like to study. Chi Idreh ' s responses w^re 
recorded by a concealed tape machine. Ah ppen-ehdedquestibhriaire. was . 
used to ask teachers to list choices they allow cTiTldreri to make in 
thesir classrooms . Findings , supportive of Maslbw's framewbrk, 
indicated that: (1) expressed physiological and Ibve heeds decrease 
with age; and (2) safety, esteejm, and self -actual izat ion needs 
increase with age. Chi Idreh expressed similar feirg despite age, 
sbcibecohomic status, ahd ability level differences, teachers ; 
reported allbwihg studehts to make chbices primarily > in nonacadeinic 
areas. Further study bf teacher respbnses is planned . Appended are 
siinutiaries bf children's wishes , expressfa according to grade 1^ 
ahd sbcibecbnbmic status . Children's responses to questions are also 
categbrized and compared. (BJD) 
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Abstract* 

Recent researcH^has yielded positive correlations between various 

I' 

measures of motivation and academic achievement. This investigation 
examined factors that might influence student motivation itself. With 
Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs as a theoretical frame of reference, 200 
children in Ki nderga^rten , Grades 2 and 4, were questioned as to what 

three wishes they w^uld like to have and why; fears and worries; and what 

, ^ - - : - i - 

they would like to study. A questionnaire asked teachers to list chalices 

they allow children to make in their classrooms. A significant develop- 
mental shii^was found (X^(8) = 23.78, £< .d1) with expressed physiqjfogical 
and love needs decreasing, and safety, esteem, and self-actualization 
needs increasing, with age. In general, children expressed similar fears, 
although there were some age, soeioeeonomie status, and ability level 
differences. Study interests were idiosyncratic. Teachers reported 
allowing students to make choices primarily in nbn-aeademie areas. 
Implications for the classroom are discussed. 
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Motivation in the Classroom: A Pilot Study 

What can a teacher do to catch and hold the attention of students? 
It is an important question, because a number of studies during the 
past decade have reported positive correlations between time spent on 
task and academic achievement (see Anderson, 1981; Denham & Lieberman, 
198G, for reviews of this literature). It is also, at heart, a motiva- 
tional question, involving the arousing, sustaining, and direction of 
human behavior (cf. Cofer & Appley, 1964).- There are, of course, 
numerous theories of mbti vatidh . Most point to brie or the other factor 
as the primary explariatidh of why behavior, occurs . The hierarchical 
needs theory of Abraham MasTdw (MasldWj 1954) differs in that it 
stresses multiple determinants of behavior. ^ According to Maslow, 
rndtivatidrial rie^ds fall into fi ve^ c;^tegorie5 which can be placed" in a 
hierarchy. The categories .aiscend in tiiis order: physiological needs, 
safety needs (both physical and psychotogical safety) , love needs 

/ - - -"- - -'t. - - - 

to give and to receive; on a one-to-one bas'^^nd as a member of 



a group), esteem needs (achievement and recognition for that achieve- 
ment), self-actualization needs (creativity, curiosity, desire for 
knowledge and world understanding). Maslow proposes that physiological 



needs must be more or less satisfied before safety needs can sssume 

M 

priority in motivating behavior; that safety needs mus^ then b^atis- 
fied to at least some minimum extent before love needs will come to 
the fore, and so on. He-main^ins that th^re is a developmental aspect 
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-to this process and that higher-level needs begin to predominate only 
as ihdividaals reach adulthood. 

Most of the research to investigate the, validity of Maslbw's: model 
has been conducted by industrial psychologists. This reflects the 
interest employers have in determining, for example, Whether employees 
will produce more or stay orl the job longer if they are offered larger 
pension^, meeting safety level heeds, or if they ar*e allowed to assemble 
an enti re product, as opposed to producing just one part, meeting hieeds 
for self-actual izatidh. (F^ a review^ see Wahba & Bridwell, 1975.) 

^Although f'tesldw^s theory is frequently cited by educators, 
apparently just two studies have examined the validity of the model as 
it applied to school -age children. Groth and Holbert (1969) asked 
10-14-year-old students to write three wishes. Half of these student 
were identified as having intelligence test scores above 136. The 
investigators" found differences in the need levels represented by the 
wishes as a function of- age, sex, and level o^ intelligence, but signi- 
ficance tests .were not reported. Gnagey (1976) instructed students 
from seventh grade through the first year of college to rank a number 
of activities according to how much time and energy they spent on them. 
The various activities were believed to reflect each of the heed 
levels. Again, there were differences aeebrdfrig to age and sex^ but 
no significance tests were conducted. 
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Statement bf the Problem 



This study was undertaken wi^h several pifrpbses in mind: (1) To 
investigate the validity of MasVow's hierarchical ^theory as it applies 
to young children. (2) To determine whether there are developmental . 
shifts in expressed motivational heeds. - (3) To gather ihformatidh 
coricerhihg the worries and fears of young children^ particularly those 
of low sdcibecdhdmic status (SES) "children whose fears ^.have received 
relatively little attehtidn since the classic studies df Jersild and 
Holmes (1935). 

The dppdrtuhity was also taken to gather data regarding the choices 
and decisions teachers allow in the classroom. Such choices may affect 
children's feelings of personal power and' efficacy and thus have an 
impact on the esteem needs of children. A question concerning personal 
interests was a simple attempt to get an indication of those areas 
about which children are curious. 
Subjects and Pracedxjre ' 



Children (50 each in Kindergarten, Grade 2, and Grade 4, half of 
low- and half of middle-SES; eyenly divided as to sex) were questioned 



as to what three wishes the^c^would like to have, and why; what they 



worry about or are afraid of; and what they would like to learn more 



of 50 fourth-graders (25 male, 25 female) in two classrooms fdr the 
S^ntally gifted and talented were interviewed. .Interviews were taped, 
us/ing a conceal ed -tape reebrder^ and later transcribed. After removing 
all data identifying subjects, the wishes were coded, using a- 




about if t?hey could study anything they wanted. In addition^ a sample 
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predetermined set of criteria ^ according to need level. Griteria were 
developed from data gathered 'in ah earlier study. The child's answer to 
the questidnj " Why dd you wish..." was considered of prime importance iri 
det(9rmining the need level represented. The interviewers^' two graduate 
students in education, reiterated this question if the child's response 

______ _ . i_ _ _ _ _ 

seemed vague or unclear. Finally, an open-ended questionnaire was 
mailed to 45 elementary school ^teachers asking them to li^t the choices 
and decisions children are allowed to make in their classrooms. 
Resul4:s 

Since there was a tendency for each subject's answers to be ^ 
correlated, the data were analyzed in terms of how many subjects at 
each grade level expressed at least one wish at a given level of 
Maslow's hierarchy. Also, since there were no significant differences 
between the percentage of wishes expressed at each level by children 
in regular fourth grade classrooms and those in fourth grade glasses 
for the gifted and talented, the data from thiese two groups were 
combined. 



Insert Table 1 about here 



Statistical analysis reveals a significant developmental shift 

2 _ -_ _ __ __ 

(X (8)^23. 78i £ < .01) in type$^ of heeds expressed. Physiological ahd 



ol^te 



love heeds- arg mehtidS^d most ol'teh by kihdergarteh childreh and declihe 
by fourth grade. Oh the bt^ier hahd^ the percehtage of childreh 
expressihg wishes ^flectihg s^ety^ esteem, ahd self-actualization 
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needs increases with age. Th^re are rib sighifieant SBS differences^ 
^ nor are there significant sex differences, with ho more than five 

percentage points separating the .male and female subjects at any point; 

The most frequently expressed wishes at the physiological level 
are for toys^ bicycles* fodd* and houses. (See Appendixes A-G.) At the 
safety leyel, wishes are for various kinds Qf protection from robbers, 
strangers and siblings; for money and jobs "so I won't be poor"; and 
for good health. At the lovelevel, children wish for pets* siblings* 
friends, and gifts to give others. At the esteem level, answers are 
largely idiosyncratic , al though several "wish for items (e.g., new 
clothing) so that others will not make fun of; them; for success in 
competitive situations; and for more control and independence by having 
their own room, house, T.V., or "doing anything -I want." Finally, at 
the self-actualization level, children wish for art materials, knowledge 
about different -kinds of careers, and travel to "see places I've never 
seen." 

The responses to th^ questions, "What do you worry about? What 
% _ 

are you afraid of?" are remarkably similar. (See Appendixes H-K.) bow- 
and middle-SES ehildrerjin Kindergarten and Grade 2, as well as the 
gifted and talented fourth graders, most freqt(ently mention fears about 
the supernatural: witcties, ghosts, the dark. Fourth graders in regular 
classKobms most often mention wild animals and "bugs'" (spiders* worms), 

Lbw-SES children of all ages consistently rank "dogs" as a top fear* 

- . - -— ^ - - - -« - 

while more middle-SES children rank high concerns about being injured 
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or sick (fparth graders) or having pets get hurt (second graiJers). 
Mentioned by all ^groups are concerns about family members being hurt or 
being persorrally hurt tlTrough the violent acts of others. The gifted 
fourth graders are unique in worrying about "getting behind" in school- 
work or tests and grades. Since there is no overlap in the children 
responding in these two categories, a total of 45% of the gifted sample^ 
expressed school -related concerns, which are mentioned by only four of 
the 150 students in regular classrooms. Sex differences in>eported 
fears and worries are negligible. 

Unlike the clustered responses found in the data on fears and 
worries, the children's responses to the question concernipg what they 
would like to study are largely individual. (See Appendixes L-N_. ) The 
typical first replies to the question revolve around traditional school 
subjects— math, .reading, science. Once past these subjects, however, 
answers are alniD?r entirely unique; childVeh want to know more about 
jogging, magic :tricks, nutrition, "how to tie Wonder Woman." The gifted ^ 

and talented students do express a greater interest in languages and 

• 

other cultures. 

Teachers respond with a variety of answers concerning the choices 
and decisionsHhey allow children to make in their classrooms. Howe^r 
of the 21 most often-mentioned choices, seem to involve academic 

ctirrictilum: 'choice of "topics/assignments, ind learning centers, although 
choices during creative writing/speaking might also be considered to 
^fall into this category. 
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Insert Table 2 about here 



Discussion and Conclusion 

The results are generally supportive of Maslow's hierarchical 

framework, with the exception of the reversal of love ahd safety needs, 

i .e^ , wishes indicative of safety level needs continue to ino^ease in 

frequency, while wishes indicative of love needs are showing some 

aeclihe. The findings support the notion that children have a number 

of motivational needs, of which the desire for knowledge is just one. 

They also indicate -that a physiologically stimulating and loving 

environment is ah appropriate one for kindergarteners, as traditionally 

thought, but that such an ehvirbnmeht would be welcomed by fourth 

graders as well . : , 

It should be noted that in analyzing the data^ the importance ^ 

for coding purposes^ of asking the children why they wished for 

certain things, was rapidly made clear. For example* many children 
' _ . _ . _ _ _ 

said they wished they had "a lot 'of money." When asked why^ however, 

they responded in 'a variety of Ways: to buy food (physiological); so 

tj^ey would never be poor (safety); to buy their mother a present (love) 

to buy nice clothes "so people won't mak^ fun of me" (esteem); to - 

travel and explore the worjd (self-actualization). It is realized that 

one could continue to ask "why" following each response that the. 

child gives until, reaching some ultimate, unanswerable "why"^ The 

• : - - V. - 

r 

/ 

O 
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. .... 

deeisidri was made to code the child's first response to this qUestibh. 
Tin's is, at leasts a step beyond th^ method most commonly used 'df 
assigning subject responses to categories accdrdfhg to certain a priori 
assumptidris df the ir^estigatdrs. _ Expressed desi res for mdhey> for _ 
example i are usu^ally considered td reflect drily safety level needs. 

The'fears df Idw- and middle-SES children are surprisingly 
similar^ given the manifest differences in their environments. The 
biggest difference found involved the low-SES children's fear of dogs, 
a fear apparently based on a number of actual, unpleasant experiences,, 
such as being bitten or chased, or having to undergo rabies inocula- 
tions, judging from spontaneous remarks. Also surprising was the 
extent to which the results paralleled those obtained 30-40 years ago, 
despite large societal changes, such ^s the increases in divorce and 
crime rates. 'Finally, the fact that almost half of the gifted sample 
report school-related worries raises the question of whether tod much 
pressure to achieve is being placed on these children, either by them- 
selves- or others.: 

. ./^ _ . _ . _ _ . _ . . . 

Most fears and wdrriesiare similar amdhg children^ and most are 

in early evidence, this suggests the importance ^ from a humane as 

^ . ... 

well as a pedargdgical vl|w (since most individuals are fascinated by 

^ . 

what frightens them), df incdrporating subjects about which children 

are fearfuJ or anxious into the curriculum. Teaching common sense 

rules of behavior around dogs might al leviate^ some of the fears 

children have. At the same time, student interest in the topic could 

11 
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be used as basis for oral language, creati\re writtisn work^ art Wd 
music, even mathematics (How m^^y centimeters long is the' tail?). \, 
Children invariably responded with traditional school subjects ' 
when asked what they would like to atudy or know more about. In fact^ 
it took some probing before they began to express interests in non- 
traditional subjects.^ This may reflect the setting in whicb the ^ 
interview took place oH what the children believed the interviewer 
would like to hear. 0r,' more seriously, it may reflect a belief on 
the part of chi Idren" that what they are interested in is hot a legiti- 

matg subject of study. In any event, the uriiqtieness' of the -responses 

. . * _ _ . . _ ' - "1 

to the questions underl i nes- the importance of leaving sqrne room for 

- - - 

individualization fri the clpsrbom. 

The. teacher responses cbhcernihg choices and decisibris they allow 
"children to make were, frarikly, a surprise. The fact that a majority 
regard a child's misbehavior as resultirig from cbrtsqibus chbice would 
' eem to have a number bf implications in terms bf the way such 
ijidiyi duals would approach disciplines^ classroom mariagemerit and related 
matters. Less unexpected, but still somewhat surprising^ were the 
relatively few substantive choices allowed by the teachers responding. 
Recent research has yielded results that indicate, "People. P. are 
happier, healthier, more active, solve problems better, and feel less 
stress when they are given choice and control" (Seligman & Miller, 
1979, pp. 367-368). Aa on-going study by the author is:, therefore, 
taking a closer look at the choices allowed by teachers in the 
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classroom. Qther questions being examined are: What do teachers see 
themselves' as doing to engage and sustain the attention of students? 
What do obslervers perceive? What motivational needs are met by these 
'techniques? What is the match between the expressed needs of children 
and the motivational technique^ used by teachers? 

It IS recognized that these are relatively general, unsophisti- 
cated questions, but the area of motivation has long existed in a 
forgotten eraefc between fields of education and psychology , 
Research cbneerning the re^Wionship of such motivational measures as 
on-task time to student achievement, as well as recurrent criticism 
concerning the lack of relevance of today's schools, emphasize the 
importance of closing this gap. 



i 
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Table 1 ' : 

Number and Percentage of Subjects at Each Grade Level Who Expressed 
at beast Sne Wr^h at a: Given Level of Hasldw's Hierarchy 



Level 


' K 


2 


4 

— 


Physiological 


39^ (m) 


37 (74%) 


• 58,(58%) 


Safety , 


4 ( 8%) 


15 (30%) 


46 (46%) 


Love 


31 [m] 


23 (46%) 


53 (53%) 


Esteem 


6 (12%) 


12 (24%) 


29 (29%) 


Self-actualization 


15 M 


15 (36%) 


38 (38%) 



- - - ___ ... 

n = 200 (50 at Kindergaj-ten and Grade 2 levels; 100 at Grade 4 
/(8) = 23.78, £< .01); \ 
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fable 2 

Choices arid "Decisions Elementary Teachers^ Report Al^lowing 
Children to Hake in Their Classrooms 

Number of Teachers 
Reporting 



■ T. 


Obey rules or not 


23 


2. 


Who" to sit with, partners, .teams 


2l 


3. 


Art choices 


19 


.4. 


■Free time ehoices 


17 


5. 


Library books 


15 


6. 


P.E. activity/equipment 


13 


7. 


Where to sit 


13 


8. 


Choose officers/captains 


12 


9. 


Choose topics/assignments 


12 


10. 


Choose recdrd/sdrig/stbry 


11 


n. 


Learning centers 


8 


12. 


Which toys /games 


7 


13. 


Extra work 


6 


14. 


What to share 


6 


15. 


Whether to participate 


6 


16. 


Creative writing/speaking 


6 


17. 


Wdrk/hdt wdrk 


.5 


18. 


When to work 


5 


19.. 


What fdddfprepare/eat 


5 


20. 


Prizes/rewards . 


4 


21. , 


Take paperwork hdme 


4 



Note. number of choices listed teachers = 7.72. Range = 1-17 
Thirty-hihe of 45 teachers returned questionnaire. 
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APPENDIX 'f\ 



sully OF WISHES EXPRESSED BY KiNDERGftRTEN CHILDREN 



OF LOW socioECONOHic mm 



loys and games 
Food 



"to 
items 



Snowman 
Cfiristmas 
-toys) 
Plant 



V 



.2 

13 

5 



,1 



SftfETy 



tone 



LOVE 



td 
talk'l^ , 

somebody 



8 



Pets 

Brothers ' 
and sisters 6 
Gifts to 

give ,3 
Toys to. 



£SJ££H 

My own house 
Fingernail poiish- 
, look pretty 
ft pretty house 
Be grown tip-aet 
]il(e a big boy; 
. know how to talk 



^ 



I" SELF-ftCT . I 

■'l Art materials 4 

Shoot baskets 1 

1 Be a doctor 1 
i Batman costume 

to pretend 1 

-ride all 

around 1 



h = 26 (13 f'l; l5 F) ^ 

2 - ' - - ^ 

Number of subjects expressing at least one wish at this level. 
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SUHly.OF WISHES EXPRESSED BY KIlERGftRTEN CHILDREN 



OF, MIDDLE SOCIOEffiiie STATUS 



I 



pfiysioLoam , 
— \ — 



I. 



Toys 
Bicycle 

iasement park 
rides 



Horse to ride 
itorcycle 
Watch cartoons. 
Hodse to 
'Typewriter 



i 



mi 



3 ■ Boxing gloves— 
6 



Pets 

^ifts to give 



chase strangers 
Odt of hoase i 
s a balldog and .. 
sp. people. from heaven 

stealing tfiings 1 , My iwn house- - 



1 Ladybtig-for 
1 



I 1 

1 \ place to.liide • ' \ 
'1 
1 



jnds 
.to live there- 



15 



ESTEEM 



fri ends _ there -1 



so 



5 can be in 
I 



e 

Be. Jesus-dp 
stiiff like 
magic 

Be king-do 



I want 



I SELF-ftCT ." . % 
' ' ' \ 
I 
I 



Flowers-they 
1 are pretty 
■ Learn about 
.pets 
r Learn calen- 

^ dar 

How to be a 
1 teacher- 
want to be 
smart 



r 



to come back 1 



1m; 



2, 



Her of subjects expressing at least one wish at this level. 
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OP'wiSflES [PRESSED BY SfCDi GRADE imm 



'OF LOW talOECOiHIC SM 



1 



ike,. moped, 



Swi'iiii 



Car (to get 
Purse 



„2 ■ 



SAFETf 



LOVE 



I • ■ |- SELF-/1CT . 1 



6 Money. (won't get . Gifts. 



5 ..poor) 
4 Strongest In in 



5 Pets to" care 
for 



9 iw house-ours 
..is jiinky. etc. 



Car-^to go. 
3 anywhere I 



3 



't 



3 Bil(e--peopl£ tease want to go 
2 me tiecayse I don't To be football 



have to worry 1 Get married 1 have "one 



1 



won 

2 Brother who won't 
hit me 

Dog for protec- 



2 

2 t 



(Dead) uncle 
1 comeback 
^ alive 
1 Visit rela- 
tives 

Sisters and 
: brothers 



,1 



To be a doctor, 
' and learn Jow 
to do every- 
thing 

Stfibooks to 
work in 



Go to Disney- 



61 ay-make 
stuff 



1 . 



1 



2 



N = 26(13M;13F) " 

Number of subjects expressing at least one wish at this level. 
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Toys 
Bed 

Clubhodse 
^ House 
'Motorcycle, 
dirtbike, 
eiothes 



Hawaii, swim 
..all day 
Ear 



Horse-to ride 
, Guitar 
y Desk 



'Wm OF WISHES Pressed by second m. children 

> .•: I 

OF MIDDLE SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS^ 



SAFETY 



Disneyland-rides 
Go 'to concert" 



1 



•3 Lots of money' 

1 |Good job 

Joy gun-shoot 

2 ' burglars 

2 ■ Mom get well 
i • Money to pay off 
house 



I- 



LOVE 



% I ■ S£LF-iT; I 



7 Lots of toys- Pets ' 
? sister keeps ' See ray Dad 
3 breaking/ I Car (dune 



% (Juit school 
2 Nice house-ours ; 
isn't very nice 
T;V; of own 
Own room-brother 
2 cries 

1 'Grown up enough to 



1 buggy) for 
r wife and 

T^S 

1 telp Mom 
1 Mom get 

married 1 p room-sister 

1 Lots of messes 'Qp 

friends 1 I different name 

BtjnkbedS"So. H. house-just 

, friends don't .forme . . 

sleep on , \ dress-to look 

floor _ ' '1 pretty 
Hgr, wouldn't 
: make cats be 

on leashes 1 



1 



2 Drawing pad 

Scientist or 
i artist i 
1 Be a policein 1 

Be a singer 1 
l' Garden-grow 
• thiitgs 1 
1 .r 

1 « 
1 



1 



N = 24(12J;-12F) 



2... 



Number of sybjects expressing at least one wish at this level. 
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24 



mimn 

wm OF wisfiES HPRESSEe By FOURifl GRABE imm 

0F tew SGEieECOiHIG swos^ 



PFlYSieijOGICAt 


0 

I 


SAFET? 


■ 1 


LOVE' 

• 


1 


ESTEEM 


i 


^■^1 F-ACT.' 


Toys 


5 


Money.. 




Gifts • 


5 


New clotfies-wear 




Car, meto'reyele- 


;House 
Lovebug, . 


•4 


Two bikes-in 




Pets. 


4 


_to scfiool 


1 


get places fast 




' case one got 




Be witf) 




Own room 


I 


J've never seen 


■ininibikej 




Jessed up 


1 ■ 


friends 


2 


' Learn better- 




Be a teacher 


:^gd-cart 


4 


Dog tojratect 


1 


flappy_ 




dbn't 'learn that ' 




Be a doctor 


Bicycle 


3 


Stay alive 




family 


1 


_good 


1 


Coach team 


Car^to get 




.forever. 


1 






Best. scientist 




Have science lab./ 


..baS-iG iteiiis. 


1 


Family stay 








in the world 


1 


..and make stuff 


Swiililig pool 


1 


..alive. 


1 










Travel around 


Skates 


.1 


House (people 












world < 


Car 


1/ 


are stripping 












Math' books ... 


Big yard 


I 


his house) 


1 










Spelling books 


Clothes 


1 














Book? about 


















president 


















Mhole library to 


















self _ .. 


















nil lllalcrialb 


















Live by self-see 










> 

■ 








if could do it 


















Get education 


















New clothes-old 


















ones boring | 
College-like • 


















school 


■(* ,. 




4 












To, be a singer- 
have. capabilities 


















Work in store 



l=.26(l-3M;13F) ; 
"iier of subjects expressing at least one wish at this level. 



"mmiu ■ 

' mmi OF WISHES EXPRESSED B? FeijRTH 6RADE CHitDREl 

0F MIDDLE seeieEeeiMie status^ . 



4 



PHfSiOLQGiCAL 

le 5. 
3- 

Honey to biiy 
things I need 3 
Pool 3 
Dirt bike/ 

2 

equip- , 
1 

Baseball 

tickets 1 
Car 1 
Guii 1 
Magic Mtn.- 

i 

golf 1 

and 

'outfit 1 



SAFETY 



Money to save 
Dad'a job" 
'getting fired 
Plot get sick 
Family not. 
..getting sick 
Not be. late to 



'No brothers- 
beat me up I 
Hd'niore crime" * 



no 



LOVE 

See 'friend who 
moved; not • 
iave to move 
Pets 

Gifts to give 
liidre * 



.. 1 

still alive 1 
Be Peter's 

_girl friend 1 
Somedrie td 

talk td 1 



ESTEEM 

Get outof school 
Hit balls so kids 
wouldn't ike fun 
Wiih all pes 
Race cars/get 
..spdhsdrs . 
My own bedroom 
Race motorcycle.. 
Be better in math 
Be 21 "do any- 



every. 



fi's-- 



..never 
Be.in 



ICS 



1 SELF-AGT . I 

2 Travel "3 
Skate lessons 3 
CarS"td drive 
around 2 
Put models 

. 1 
1 



BB gun- 



ing 

Art materials 



1 



P 24 (12M;12F) 



2 



of subjects expressing at least one wish at this level. 
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APPENDIX G . 

SUHHM OF WISHES EXPRESSED By • • . ' 
> "gifted ROURTH GRADERS^. 

i 







CACCTV 

1 


\ 


LUvh 


I 


CCTCCM 

holhtrl 




en c ttn 
SELr-flU. 


4 

' if 
f 


11 

House 


/ 


bibiing Who 






lb 


tveryone to 




bive joney 




loys 


c 

0 


won t picK 




More triends 


7 


Know wno 1 afn 


9 
I 


to poor 


0 

C 


Di cycle 


f[ 


Tights 


1 


blttS 


-A 

4 


Not work hard 


0 

C 


Live where 






Q 


Money 


c 
0 


See old 




DO wnat 1 want 




Its pretty 


L 


1 10 lOi Lytic 


0 

L 


booQ neaitii 


h 


Trienas 


9 


to 00 


9 
L 


Tv^*iWA 1 .hiAMi A 

iraver-wouia 




rooQ 


0 
L 


dg nappy 


i 


'bee relatives 


0 


bet good graaes 


9 
L 


De interesting 


1 
1 


Thi nne fnr* 
III 1119 J lUi 




01 CK people 




nave Tafiiiiy 




riave own rooni 


1 
1 


better piano 




DOuse 


0 

L 


rt A 4* MA 1 1 

get wen 


J 


lugeiner 


0 

L 


^;A i AV/hlhAV^Q T 

bu anywnerc 1 




p 1 oyer 


I 


Stereo 




taet a good joD 


0 

c 


Dad come bapK 


1 

1 


want 


1 

1 


oancer 


1 






w 10 neaven 


9 


riave nom nome 


i 
1 


PUw fAAfh^tll 




DcLLci 111 ijjnr 




DaSeDail CaruS 




m DdQ graues 


1 

1. 


Mds OT own 


1 
1 


gooQ m compe- 




nasties - 


1 
I 


uiri DiKe 




TOt get in 




G*l r4*AV* ArtlTlA 

bisier coiiie 




^ 1 ^ l' A A 


i 
I 


veGeriiiai iqii 


i 
I 


jKa CcDOara 




4^^AH n 1 A 

irouDie 


1 
I 


InAniA 

noiiie 


1 
1 


ureaK oac 




(if\f\A in snAk^^c 
QOOG 111 ^pOi 


1 
I 


laDin . 




NO accideny 


1 

1 


ifiings Tor pet 


1 
1 


naoits 


i 
I 


rlaKe inOQclb 


1 
1 


iree nousc 




ml Qie , 


1 - 
1 < 


10 De iiKea 


I 


ti& An fhfi t-^l/fiy^e 
DC on Lllc LaKcid 


i 
I 


IIODOUj W J cell vc 


i 
I 


Airplane 




Family problems 




A brother 


1 


[\n M. 0^x4 A Attn 

Win state cup 


1 


rllOt - 


1 


Bed 




go away 


1 


A wife 


i 


Get ire educa- 




Major in 




Vacation 




Not get mugged ^ 


1 






tion tfian 




.computers .f ' 


1 


"To play" 


1 


No air pollution 


1 






father '< 


1 


Do experiments 


1 






% inflation 


i 






Brains-can't 




Bead math books 


1 


i 




Wish bad things 








learn very good 


1 


Doctor 


1 






go away _ 


1 






Have own tent 


1 


Car--td explore 


1 






Not have child- 








Be a bachelor- 












ren of own 








do more things 


1 










■ with problems 


1 















N = 50 (25 M; 25Fy, 

Number of subjects expressing at least one wish at this level. 
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APPEN0IX R 

QUESTIONS: IS THERE ANYTHINB VeU ARE SEARED OF? • WRY? 
DO YOU EVER WORRY ABOUT ANYTHINB? WRY? 



SAMPLE: 78 CHILDREN {39M; 3gF) OF LOWER SOGIOEeONOMIG STATUS 

eATESORIES KBGTN. (13H;13F) 2ND (13M;13F) 

1. Dark, supernatural i 

dreams, sbmebrie . n 

scaring you 18^ #r 13 #1 

2. Wild animals, shakes, 

spiders, worms, bugs 10 #2 . 6 

3. Dogs 8 : #3 9 #2 

4. Fights^ getting hurt ^ ^ 

or killed by others 4 . 9 #2 

5. Family member hurt, : . 

siek, dyihg^ working ^ 
too hard 4 o 

5. Drowning 2 ' - - 

7. Robbers, stealing^ 2 1 



8. Separation from others 2 



9m Spanking 2 4 

10. Fires 1 3 

11 . T. V. ; movies . 1 3 

12. Tornados; earthquakes 1 1 

13. Needle (injection) 1 

14. Pet missing or hurt - 3 



1 5. Run over by ear - 1 

16. Cats - . " 

17. Bad eyesight . - ^ - 

18. Classroom tests 

-^Number of children expressing this fear or worry. 

Four percent of the low-SES children reported no fears or worries, 
2 • . ' 

Rank. 
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APPENDIX I 



SAMPLE 
CATEGORIES 



QUESTIONS: IS THERE ANYTHING YOU ARE SCARED OF? WHY? 
DO YOU EVER WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING? WHY? 

72 CHILDREN (36M; 36F) OF MIDDLE SOCIOECOt^OMIC STATUS 



Kfllm. (12M;12F) 2ND (12M'42E|^ 



1 . 

2. 

3. 
4. 



Dark, supernatural, 
dreams, someone 
scaring you 

Wild animals, snakes, 
spiders, worms, bugs 

Dogs 



Fights, getting hurt 
or killed by others 

Family member hurt, 
sick, dying, working too 
hard 



"^6. ^Robbers, stealing 

7- Separation from others 

8; Spanking; in trouble, 

9. T.V.; movies 

Id. Needle (injection) ' 

11. Pet missing or hurt 

12. gpn Wer by car 

^ _ _ .J 

13. eiassrobm tests 

14. Self hurt or dying 



5^ 
4 



5 
2 

1 

1 
1 

2 



#3 



8 
4 



8 
1 
3 
1 



#1 



#1 



#3 



4TH QZH; 



9 
4 



5 

1 / 

1 

3 

2 

■2 



#2 



#2 



#2 



^Number of children expressing this fear or worry. ' ' 
Nineteen percent of the jniddle-SES children reported hd feaY-s or vyorrles, 



^Rank, 
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APPENbiX" d 



QUESTIONS: IS THERE ANYTHiNS Wti ARE SCARED GF? WHY? 
... DO YOU EVER WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING? WHY? 

SAMPL£: 50 CHILDREn' (25M;' 25Fj in 4TH GRADE CLASS FOR THE SIFTED AND TAtENTED 



CAT^fiORJ^ ..- ■ . ■ ; 


# EXPRESSING 
FEAR OR WORRY 


1 : 


Dark, supernatural ,. cireamsi someone searing you 




12 


2: 


Setting behind in schoolwork ' '. . / 




12 


3; 


Fights, getting hurt or Rilled by others 




11 


4; 


Family member hurt, sick, dying, worlfi hg too'' hard 




1 1 


5; 


Classroom tests ^ . 




9 

> 


6. 


Wild animals, snakes, spiders, worms, bugs. 




8 


7: 


Self hurt or dying ^ 




7 


8. 


Spanking; in trouble . 




. 6 


g. 


Robbers, stealing 




5 


10. 


Pet missing or hurt 




5. 


11 . 


Fal 1 ing . \- 




5 


1 9 


I . V . ^ movi es 




4 


13. 


Dogs . . 




4 


14. 
15. ■ 


Ruri over by car; car accident 
Paying bills; finances \ 




3 ; 
2 


16. 


Needle (injection) ^ - 




1 • 


17. 


'Fires ' ° 




1 


18. 


Separation from others 

4^ 




1 



Eight jDercent of the gifted children reported no fears or worries; 
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APPENDIX k 



COMPARISON OF MOST OFtEN-MENTIpNEB FEARS OF 
GIFTED. LOM, AND MIDDLE SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS SUBdEetS 



K 



Low SES 



Supernatural 18 

Wild animals 10 

Bogs 8 

Hurt by others * 4 

Family member hart 4 

n = 26 



Middle SES 

Sapernataral 
Family member 

hurt 
Wild animals 



n = 24 



i 

5, 

5 
4 



bow SES 

Sapef'natural 
Hurt by others 
Dogs 

Wil d animal s 



# 

13 
9 
9 

6 



Middle SES # 

SUperhatural 8 
Family member 

hUr-t 8 

Pet hurt 7 

Wild animals 4 



h = 26 



n = 24 



. 4 



Low SES 
Wild animals 



Family member* 

hurt 
Supernatural 

n = 26 



15 
14 

11 
8 



Gifted 



Middle SES # 

Mild animals 9 
Family member 

hurt 5 

Hurt by others^ 5 

Self hurt 5 

n = 24 



Supernatural 12 
Getting behind 
i i n school work 1 2 

Hurt by others 11 
Family member ^ 

hurt 11 
Tests; grades 9 

^' • ■ - 

n = 50 

*^The number of expressed fears may be more than the number of subaects 
because subjects could express more than one fear. 



APPENDIX L 



QUESTION: IF YOU COULD STUDY ANYTHING YOU LlKED, WHAT WOULD YOU WANT 
TO STUDY? WHAT' WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT? ; 

SAMPLE: 78 CHILDREN {39M; 39F) OF LPWER SOCIOECONOMie STATUS^ 



KINDERGARTEN (13M;13F) 






4TH (13M;13F) 


ABC'S 


6 






Math 


y 


Numbers, 


6 


TT ^ ^ M 

1 eacners 


•5 


Reading 


9 


Birdsy animals 


3 


ria Kc tn 1 ngs 


0 


Seiehti sts 


Q 


Read books 


2 


r\r\ c 


p 


Spel 1 1 ng 


4 


Make something 


2 


riO Vic 5 t/Q r 5 


c 


Wri ti ng 


0 
0 


Rivers 


' 2 


Keao 


p 


Art 


«3 
0 


Art 


2 


ujr jijr la 0 L 1 ^ 


2 


Animal s_ 


0 
C 


John Henry 


1 


Hit 


p 


Fobtbal 1 


<: 


What big kids do 


1 


Ml- 1^1 nn 

n . c • i\ 1 ny 


p 


Gymnastics 


2 


Birthdays 


1 


Ka rate 


J 


Whales 


2 


Me ' ^ 


1 


tars 


1 

J 


How to help 


1 


Cars _ 


1 


DO 1 J 0 nou jcb 


1 


animals 


Exercises 


1 


u 1 r 1 b 


1 ^ 

1 


Exci ti ng 


1 

1 
1 


Singers ^ 
Colors 


1 
1 


[Jc Co 


1 

1 


stori es 
Make things 


How to write 




1 ra in a n 1 Ilia 1 0 


1 


bcuipture 


1 
1 


name 


1 


Rhw th s tUHv 


1 


Building cars 


1 


Use scissors 


1 


ruuxua 1 1 


1 

1 


iNurses 


1 


Secretaries 


1 






Olympics 


1 


Clowns 


1 


drivers 


1 


Ballet, 


1 


Work at» , 




Row to be 




Doctors 


1 


Mcl3onald's 


1 


president and 


Singers 


1 


How to be 




get prices 




Nutrition 


1 


Wonder Woman 


1 


down 


1 


Magic tricks 
* Famous people 


1 


How to be 




Jogging 


1 


1 


teacher 


1 


Artists 


i 


Gal ifornia 


1 


How to share 


1 


Being, good 




history 


How to draw 


1 


Black" history 








How to make ,7 




Tennis 








House to earn 




Write letters 








money - 
How to make 


1 


Homework 










People 








monsters 


1 


Being careful 









when you're 
alone 1 
.Presidents 1 



^Ten (13%) of the children did not express any study interests. ^ 
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APPENDIX M 

QUESTIONS: IF YOU COULD STUW ANYTHING YOU;! IKED, WHAT MOULD YOU 
WANT TO STUDY? WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE -JO- KNOW MORE ABOUT? 

SAMPLE: 72 CHILDREN (36M-, 36F) OF MIDDLE SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS^ 



KINDERGARTEN (12M;12F) 


ZM i-l'2M;12F) 




How tp read 


2 


Math 


6 


How to color pretty 


2 


How to wri te 


2 


How to make words 


1 


better 


How to make a camel 


1 


Ani ma Is 


2 


How to stay home 


1 


brawi na 


2 


How to cut paper 


1 


Spel ling 


1 


How to draw 


1 


How to read 




How to make money 


1 


good 


1 


How to build a 




How to 1<eep from 




house 


1 


getting fired 


1 


Baby bears 


1 


Puzzles 


1 


Making presents 


1 


Rules--no- 


1 


How to get out 




fighting 


of school 


1 


How to get out 




Dancing 


1 


of school 


1 


Singing 


1 


Magnets 


] 






How to. drive 


] 






Stories 


1 






Row to make _ 








school be fun 


1 



4miliM;l2F) 

Space 

Math 

Animals 

Reading 

Spell ing 

History r 

Geography 

Books--fictioh 

Trucks, trains 

How to be a 

pilot 
Make things/ 

crafts 
Ahatbray 
Work faster 
Art 

Cddkirig 
Get rid of 
teachers 
Fairy tales 



Twenty-two (31%) of the children did not express any s 



interests . 
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APPENDIX N 



QUESTIONS: IF YOU COULD STUDY ANYTHING YOU LIKED, WHAT WOULD YOU 
WANT to STUDY? WHA.T WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT? 

SAMPLE: 50 (25M; 25F) GIFTED FOURTH GRADERS^ 



rid Lii 






3 


nUW tU a il 




art 1 b t 


Q 


La riy uayco 


sj 


An "i mA 1 q 


0 
c 


Maririp biolociv 
ComDUters 






rnyb 1 La 1 cUULaLiUii 


c 


Q riA n 1 Q h 


2 


Tvy n 1 nn * 


2 


nUW LU UC a UVJLUUi 


9 


R p rrn^ n v 

LlCr 1 1 iia 1 Ijr 


2 


i\r 1 1 y 1 1 Lo 




How to HSP a dhjn 


1 


riDW cu iiiaivc a_ 




1 a o w r ^ 1 o LU 1 




nUW LU p 1 Qjr llULNcjr 




Great racing car 




drivers 




Nature 




Gherriistry 




El efetrbhics 




Mechanics- 




Bi cycles 




Science 




Biographies 




Reading 




Ital iah 




Crocheting 




Human body 




Sculpting 




Indians 




Being a teacher 




Swedish ' 





Seven (14%) of the children did not.express any study interests'. . 
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